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SOME SALIENT FEATURES OF 
BUDDHISM 


By Ven. Narada Maha Thera 
( Ceylon ) 


HE foundations of Buddhism 
are the four Noble Truths, 
namely, Suffering (the raison ’detre 
of Buddhism), its cause, i.e., Craving, 
its end i.e. Nibbana (the summum 
bonum of Buddhism), and the Middle 
Way. 

What is the Noble Truth of 
Suffering ? 

“Birth is suffering, old age is 
suffering, death is suffering, to be 
united with the unpleasant is sufter- 
ing, to be separated from the pleasant 
is suffering, not to receive what one 
craves for is suffering ; in brief the 
five Aggregates of Attachment are 
suftering.”’ 

What is the Noble Truth of the 
Cause of Suflering ? 

“It is the eraving which leads 
from rebirth to rebirth accompanied 
by lust of passion, which delights 
now here now there ; it is craving 
for sensual pleasures (kamatanha), 
for existence (bavatanha) and for 
annihilation (vibhavatanha) ”’ 

What is the Noble Truth of the 
Annihilation of Suffering ? 

“It is the remainderlessness, total 
annihilation of this very craving, the 
forsaking of it, the breaking loose, 
fleeing, deliverance from it.”’ 

What is the Noble Truth of the 
Path leading to the Annihilation of 
Suffering ? 

“Tt is the Noble Eightfold Path 
which consists of right understand- 
ing, right thoughts, right speech, 
right action, right livelihood, right 
endeavour, right mindfulness and 
right concentration.” 


LAY HIDDEN 


Whether the Buddhas arise or not 
these four Truths exist in the uni- 
verse. The Buddhas only reveal 
these Truths which lay hidden in 
the dark abyss of time. 

Scientifically interpreted, the 
Dhamma may be called the law of 
cause and eflect. These two em- 


_ on this body itself. 


brace the entire body of the Bud- 
dha’s Teachings . 

The first three represent the philo- 
sophy of Buddhism; the fourth 
represents the ethics of Buddhism 
based on that philosophy. All 
these four Truths are dependent 
The Buddha 
states: “In this very one-fathom 
long body along with perceptions 
and thoughts, do I proclaim the 
world, the end of the world, and the 
path leading to the end of the world.”’ 
Here the term world is applied to 
suffering. 


PIVOT OF SORROW 


Buddhism rests on the pivot of 
sorrow. But it does not thereby 
follow that Buddhism is pessimistic. 
It is neither totally pessimistic nor 
totally optimistic, but on the con- 
trary, it teaches a truth that lies 
midway between them. 

One would be justified by calling 
the Buddha a pessimistic if He had 
only enunciated the Truth of 
suffering without suggesting a means 
to put an end to it. The Buddha 
perceived the universality of sorrow 
and did prescribe a panacea for 
this universal sickness of humanity, 
The highest conceivable happiness, 
according to the Buddha, is Nibbana, 
which is the total extinction of 
suffering. 

The author of the article on 
Pessimism in the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica writes : “‘ Pessimism denotes 
an attitude of hopelessness towards 
life, a vague general opinion that 
pain and evil predominate in human 
affairs. The original doctrine of the 
Buddha is in fact as optimistic as any 
optimism of the West. To call 
it pessimism is merely to appy to 
it a characteristically Western prin- 
ciple to which happiness is impos- 
sible without personality. The 
true Buddhist looks forward with 
enthusiasm to absorption into eter- 
nal bliss”. 
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Ordinarily the enjoyment of sen- 
sual pleasures is the highest and 
only happiness of the average man. 
There is no doubt a kind of momen- 
tary happiness in the anticipation, 
gratification and restrospection of 
such fleeting material pleasures, but 
they are illusive and temporary. 
According to the Buddha non- 
attachment is a greater bliss. 

The Buddha does not expect His 
followers to be constantly pondering 
on suffering and lead a miserable 
unhappy life. He exhorts them to 
be always happy and cheerful, for 
zest (piti) is one of the factors of 
Enlightenment. 

Real happiness is found within, 
and is not to be defined in terms 
of wealth, children, honours or 
invasions. If such pessessions are 
misdirected, forcibly or unjustly 
obtained, misappropriated or even 
viewed with attachment, they will 
be a source of pain and sorrow to 
the possessor. 


SEEK THE CAUSE 


Instead of trying to rationalise 
suffering, Buddhism takes suffering 
for granted and seek the-cause to 
eradicate it. Suffering exists as long 
as there is craving. It can only 
be annihilated by treading the Noble 
Eightfold Path and attaining the 
supreme bliss of Nibbana. 

These four Truths can be verified 
by experience. Hence the Buddha 
Dahmma is not based on the fear 
of the unknown, but is founded on 
the bedrock of facts which can be 
tested by ourselves and verified by 
experience. Buddhism is, therefore, 
rational and intensely practical. 

Such a rational and practical sys- 
tem cannot contain mysteries or 
esoteric doctrines. Blind faith, there- 
fore, is foreign to Buddhism. Where 
there is no blind faith there cannot 
be any coerecion or persecution or 
fanaticism. 

To the unique credit of Bud- 
dhism it must be said that through- 
out its peaceful march of 2,503 
years no drop of blood was shed in 
the name of the Buddha, no mighty 
monarch wielded his powerful 
sword to propagate the Dhamma, 
and no conversion was made either 
by force or by repulsive methods. 
Yet, the Buddha was the first and 
greatest missionary that lived on 
earth. 

Aldous Huxley writes: ‘ Alone 
of all the great world religions 
Buddhism made its way without 
persecution, censorship or inquisi- 
tion.” 
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Lord Russel remarks: “‘ Of the 
great religions of history, I prefer 
Buddhism, especially in its earliest 
forms ; because it has had the 
smallest element of persecution.” 

In the name of Buddhism, no 
altar was reddened with the blood 
of a Hypatia, no Bruno was burnt 
alive. 


INTELLECTUAL 


Buddhism appeals more to the 
intellect than to the emotion. It is 
concerned more with the character 
of the devotees than with their 
numerical strength. 

On one occasion Upali, a follower 
of Nigantha Nathaputta, approached 
the Buddha and was'so pleased with 
the Buddha’s exposition of the 
Dhamma that he instantly expressed 
his desire to become a follower of 
the Buddha. But the Buddha 
cautioned him, saying : 

“Of a verity, O householder, 
make a thorough investigation. It 
is well for a distinguished man like 
you to (first) make a thorough 
investigation.” 

Upali, who was overjoyed at this 
unexpected remark of the\ Buddha, 
said : “‘ Lord, had I been a follower 
of another religiony its adherents 
would have taken me round the 
streets in a procession proclaiming 
that such and such a millionaire 
had renounced his former faith and 
embraced theirs. 

“But, Lord, Your Reverence ad- 
vises me to investigate further. The 
more pleased am I with this remark 
of yours. For the secons time, 
Lord, I seek refuge in the Buddha, 
the Dhamma and the Sangha’’. 

Buddhism is saturated with this 
spirit of free enquiry and complete 
tolerance. It is the teaching of the 
open mind and the sympathetic 
heart, which, lighting and warming 
the whole universe with its twin 
rays of wisdom and compassion, 
sheds its genial glow’on every being 
struggling in the ocean of birth and 
death. 


TOLERANCE 


The Buddha was so tolerant that 
He did not even exercise His power 
to give commandments to His lay 
followers. Instead of using the 
imperative, He said: “Jt behoves 
you to do this ; it behoves you not 
to do this.”” He commands not, but 
does exhort. 

This tolerance the Buddha ex- 
tended to men, women and _ all 
living beings, 


It was the Buddha who first 
attempted to abolish slavery and 
vehemently protested against the 
degrading caste system which was 
firmly rooted in the soil of India. 
In the words of the Buddha it is not 
by mere birth one becomes an 
outcast or a noble, but by one’s 
actions. 

Caste or colour does not preclude 
one from becoming a Buddhist or 
from entering the Order. Fishermen, 
scavengers, courtesans, together with 
warriors and Brahmins, were freely 
admitted to the Order and enjoyed 
equal privileges and were also given 
positions of rank. 

Upali, the barber, for instance, 
was made in preference to all others 
the chief in matters pertaining to 
Vinaya discipline. The timid Sunita, 
the scavenger, who attained Arahat- 
ship, was admitted by the Buddha 
Himself into the Order. Angulimala, 
the robber and criminal, was 
converted to a compassionate saint. 
The fierce Alavaka sought refuge 
in the Buddha and became a saint. 
The courtesan Ambapali entered 
the Order and attained Arahatship. 

Such instances could easily be 
multiplied from the Tipitaka to. 
show that the portals of Buddhism 
were wide open to all, irrespective 
of caste, colour or rank. 


WOMEN 


It was also the Buddha who 
raised the status of downtrodden 
women and not only brought them 
to a realisation of their importance 
to society but also founded the 
first celibate religious order for 
women with rules and regulations. 

The Buddha did not humiliate 
women, but only regarded them 
as feeble by nature. He saw the 
innate good of both men and women 
and assigned to them their due 
places in His teaching. Sex is no 
barrier to attaning Sainthood. 

Sometimes the Pali term used 
to denote women is matugama 
which means mother-folk or society 
of mothers. As a mother, woman 
holds.an honourable place in Bud- 
dhism. Even the wife is regarded 
as “the best friend’? (parama 
sakha) of the husband. 

Hasty critics are only making 
ex parte statements when they re- 
proach Buddhism with being ini- 
mical to women. 
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The New Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mr. Dudley Senanayaké (second from ieft in 
front row) worshipping at the Dalada Maligawa or the Temple of the Tooth Relic in 


Kandy, soon after he assumed office. 


On the left of the Prime Minister is C. B. 
Nugawela Dissawe, the lay Custodian of the Sacred Relic. (See page 13) 


A BUDDHIST EMPEROR 
OF INDIA 


By Amarasiri Weeraratne 
(Ceylon) 


HARSHA VARDHANA (A.C. 
606-648) was the Emperor of 
India when Hieun. Tsang, China’s 
most brilliant Buddhist scholar was 
pursuing his higher studies at the 
Nalanda University. Harsha was 
the third great Buddhist Emperor 
of India, his two eminent exem- 
plars being the Emperors Asoka 
and Kanishka. Fortunately we have 
a good deal of information about 
this ruler left by his biographer 
Vanabatta and from Hieun Tsang,’s 
Ta-Tang Si Yu ki — Buddhist 
records in the western world. 
Harsha was originally a Saivite 
but became interested in Buddhism 
after he gained the acquaintance of 
a bhikkhu named Divakara Mitra, 
whom he met while sojourning in the 
Vindhaya regions. His faith in 
Buddhism was enhanced on account 
of the influence of his sister and that 
of Hieun Tsang after he had come 
to associate with him. Thereafter 
the monarch greatly interested him- 
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self in Buddhism and arrested the 
decay that was setting in, and gave it 
a new lease of life. 


Harsha was one of India’s most 
versatile rulers. He was a great 
administrator, a musician, dramatist, 
and a poet of no mean ability. 
Following the footsteps of his wor- 
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thy exemplar Asoka he dedicated his 
life for the service of his countrymen. 
He believed in example more than in 
precept. He sang “karmana manasa 
vacha, kartavyan praninam hitan”’— 
“Our thoughts, words, and deeds 
should be dedicated for the service 
of all beings” 


DAY TOO SHORT 


Hieun Tsang tells us that working 
for the welfare of his people, he 
found the day too short. He had 
to divide his day to three parts. The 
first was devoted to administrative 
matters, the second to travelling in 
disguise to ascertain first hand 
information about his people, and 
the third to religious and cultural 
activities. He was a tremendous in- 
fluence for good and on account of his 
ennobling example he was given the 
title of “‘ Siladitya’’ which means 
“the sun of virtue’’. His services 
can be classified under three head- 
ings. 1. Religious work. 2. Social 
welfare. 3. Contribution and encou- 
ragement to literature and arts. 

As an administrator his punish- 
ments were rather severe. His 
taxes were liberal. His punitive 
measures comprised life imprison- 
ment, exile, and torture to elicit the 
truth from criminals. He taxed the 
farmers one-sixth share of their 
produce. 

His revenue was ‘spent on four 
heads of expenditure. One part was 
on administrative expenses and deve- 
lopment schemes. The second was 
on the wages of government servants. 
The third was devoted to promote 
arts and literature. The fourth was 
spent for religious- welfare. 

He provided: good roads, ponds, 
public wells, rest houses and hos- 
pitals for both men and animals 
throughout his domains. Once in 
five years a great festival called 
*“Maha Moksha Parishad’ was 
held by the monarch on a six-mile 
strip of land at the confluence of the 
Ganges and the Jumna. Royalty 
from other Indian States and pil- 
grims from all over India congre- 
gated at this place to participate in 
this great festival. 


KUMBA MELA 


After the exit of Buddhism from 
India this festival assumed a totally 
Hindu guise, and is now known as 
the ‘‘ Kumba Mela’’. Harsha spent 
lavishly on this festival. He erected 
pavilions where a thousand pilgrims 
could be fed at a time. Gold, silver, 
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pearls, and costly textiles were 
stored in these for distribution of 
largesse. All classes of his 
subjects belonging to all religious 
persuasions -were ordered to 
take part. The first day was 
devoted to Buddha-puja, and on 
the second day offerings were made 
to the Hindu gods. On the third 
day over ten thousands Buddhist 
monks were offered alms. This 
lasted for twenty days. Subse- 
quently other religious mendicants 
and pilgrims were offered alms and 
gifts for ten days. Such was the 
munificence of Harsha. 

When the monarch heard that 
Hieun Tsang, China’s luminary of 
the times, was sojourning in Assam, 
he sent a message to its ruler Bhas- 
kara Mitra requesting him to send 
the savant to his kingdom. Bhas- 
kara Mitra replied that he would 
sooner part with his head than send 
the Chinese Elder. Harsha sent his 
Officers saying: “you will have 
to give one or the other” 

Bhaskara Mitia then realised that 
Harsha meant business, and agreed 
to accompany Hieun Tsang to the 
borders of his kingdom. Harsha 
was overjoyed that the Chinese 
scholar whose brilliant career at 
Nalanda culminated in his obtaining 
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Torrington Square, 


the highest honours was visiting his 
land. He went up to the southern 
bank of the Ganges and welcomed 
both Hieun Tsang and Bhaskara 
Mitra. He conducted them in a 
magnificent procession which was 
spearheaded by the State elephant 
which carried a golden image of 
the Buddha on its back. 


WHITE PARASOL 


In that procession Harsha:carried 
a white parasol over the Lord’s 
image and Bhaskara Mitra carried 
a yak chowry fanning the sacred 


statue—a scene reminiscent of 
the Master ji@pentry to 
Rajagaha after converting the 
Jatila ascetics, where the gods 


Sakra and Brahma came in the 
guise of men to honour the Buddha 
and walked in the procession carry- 
ing a parasol and a chowry. The 
imagé was conducted to a convo- 
cation hall-where a religious seminar 
had been arrange’. There it was 
installed as if presiding over the 
sessions. 

Twenty kings and scholars from 
various states pariicipated in this 
seminar. Hieun Tsang was invired 
to preside and deliver the inaugural 
address. The Chinese Elder ex- 
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pounded the Buddha Dhamma ac- 
cording to the Mahayana system, 
with indisputable logic and silver 
tongued oratory. He concluded his 
address offering his head to any one 
who could refute his contentions 
and disprove the doctrines he enun- 
ciated. None had the courage to 
accept the challenge. Some dis- 
gruntied Hindu priests in their 
chagrin plotted to set fire to the 
pavilion, and made an attempt to 
create mischief. They were rounded 
up and severely punished. 

Vanabhatta the biographer of 
Harsha was also the author of 
Kudambari which is a well known 
classic in Sanskrit literature. Mayura 
Bhatta the author of Surya Sataka 
was also a poet at Harsha’s court. 
Harsha’s contribution to literature 
included the works Priya Darshika 
and Ratnavali. Harsha also extended 
his bounty and support to the Na- 
landa University which was Thdia’s 
foremost seat of learning at the time. 
Its President then was Silabhadra, 
who was India’s chief Buddhist 
teacher. Harsha Siladitya left his 
mortal coil in A.C. 648 leaving 
behind the indelible stamp of his 
personality on many branches of 
Indian life and culture. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Title Block of Buddhist 
Monthly 


REGARDING the title block of 

the Gujarati Buddhist monthly, 
Joyti, I would like to make some 
observations. 

At the outset I must say that 
we have not the remotest idea to 
superimpose Dr. Ambedkar over 
Lord Buddha, as it has been 
made out. The learned Doctor 
sought refuse in Lord Buddha, the 
greatest teacher of all times. How 
can we then dare to superimpose 
this humble disciple over that 
greatest Master ? 

The title block of Jyoti is intended 
to show Lord Buddha spreading 
*“ Jyoti’ (light) and Dr. Ambedkar 
emerging from that as a modern 
messenger for the ailing masses of 
India. Dr. Ambedkar has found 
an immortal and enviable place in 
the hearts of the down-trodden 
masses of India which number more 
than 60 millions. Hence Dr. Ambed- 
kar would serve as a powerful medi- 
um to draw these lowest of the low 
towards Lord Buddha. 

Uptill recent times, the name of 
Lord Buddha was a lengendary one 
in India. The height of the tragedy 
was that the greatest son of India, 
Lord Buddha, had become virtually 
a stranger to his homeland. In the 
words of Shri Rahul Sankrutyayan, 
the well-known Buddhist author, 
“There was no one in India to pro- 
claim Buddhist Universities, temp- 
les and Buddhist works of art as 
their own. Indian people referred 
to these articles as belonging to 
Buddhists, the foreigners ”’. 

The absence of a Buddhist Samaj 
(Society) was deeply felt by many a 
great and devout Indian. But all of 
them were helpless. It was Dr. 
Ambedkar who ushered in a Bud- 
dhist era in India. Now, on Bud- 
dhist occasions, Indian streets are 
flooded with Buddhist people rend- 
ing the sky with “ Buddh Bhagvan 
Ki Jay” and Buddhist hymns. Now, 
hundreds of books on Buddhism 
find their place in the markets and 
thousands of youths have taken 
seriously to the study of Buddhist 
literature. Where there was no one, 
now Buddhist monks find thou- 
sands of people gathering together 
to hear them. 

Dr. Ambedkar was the main- 
spring of all these activities. He 
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prepared the ground, a very fertile 
ground, for the revival of Bud- 
dhism. He made available adherents 
to Buddhism in thousands. That 
great soul is no more. 

Now, it is up to the Buddhist 
world at large to help blossom these 
seeds of Buddhism in India. Hence 
the responsibility to make it possible 
for these people to know the Dham- 
ma rests on Buddhist Societies and 
Buddhist monks all over the world. 

I hope you will now realise the 
magnitude of ihe work done by the 
late Dr. Ambedkar for the Dhamma. 

Hence the title block of Jyoti 
does not suggest the lack of re- 
verence to Lord Buddha. The 
medium of Dr. Ambedkar, far from 
curtailing our love and reverence to 
Lord Buddha, has deepened them. 
The practice of imputing political 
motives to the new converts would 
not help the Dhamma. To do so 
would be doing a gieat disservice to 
Lord Buddha and His Dhamma. 

One Buddhist monk had gone to 
the extent of saying that these new 
converts must be repudiated by the 
Buddhists as not belonging to the 
Buddhist world. What a height of 
folly. 

Still, regarding the title block, let 
me say that having regard to the 
feelings of Buddhist brethren all 
over the world; we will do our best 
to appease them. 

L. J. Parmal 
Ahmedbad, India 


MOST HELPFUL AND 


ADMIRABLE 


RI Lanka — Dhammadipa — is 
a country to which the whole 
world owes a deep debt of gratitude 
for preserving at great cost and 
effort the true Buddhist Teaching. 
Iam writing to youto tell how much 
I appreciate your splendid magazine 
World Buddhism, which you so 
kindly send me every month. 

I should like to express my deepest 
thanks for the benefits which I have 
derived from the magazine’s con- 
tents. The magazine inspires me and 
the Friend’s Circle of Buddhism in 
Poland. We have found it most 
helpful and consider it admirable 
in every way. 


Of course I keep trying to spread 
the light of the Teaching not only 
in Poland but in the neighbouring 
lands too. with the help of the 
Esperanto language, and I shall 
persevere. 

From January I have sent out 
more than one hundred letters on 
Buddhism to diferent persons in 
this land of mine. 

I want to assure you, that the 
more I study and practise the 
Dhamma the more I appreciate it, 
the more I love it. 

Wladyslaw Misiewicz. 
Radom, Poland. 


BUDDHISM OVER 
RADIO PAKISTAN 


Radio Pakistan, Dacca, broadcasts a 
fortnightly religious programme for the 
Buddhists of East Pakistan. A_ regular 
feature or the programme is the recitation of 
the Tripitaka, 

In addition to the Programme special 
features are arranged for all important 
festivals. These broadcasts are very popular 
in East Pakistan. 

Picture shows the Venerable Visudda- 
nanda Mahathera, President of the East 
Pakistan Bauddha Kristi Prachar Sangha, 
Decea, broadcasting a Buddhist programme 
over Radio Pakistan. 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 


This periodical, now in its sixteenth year, 
is published in the United States of 
America. It is dedicated ‘to those who 
seek The Way,’’ to Buddhism and to 
Eastern Philosophy, 


Sample copies on request. 
Subscription Sh, 2.50 per annum, ten 
numbers and index, 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 


537, Arbutus Street, 
Philadelphia, 19, Pa, 
U.S. A. 
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AMERICAN OFFERS TO BUY 


PRISELESS 


N the base of a life-size statue of 
the standing Buddha he made, 
the Buddhist monk Yasadinna, who 
lived in the 5th century A.C. chiselled 


a Sanskrit inscription in sharply 
drawn Kharosti-Brahmi  charac- 
ters. 

It read: “This is the pious 


gift of the Buddhist monk Yasa- 
dinna. Whatsoever merit (there 
is) in this (gift), let it be for the 
attainment of supreme knowledge 
of (his) parents, teachers and 
preceptors and of all sentient 
beings.” 


BUDDHA 


Some fifteen hundred years later, 
that is, about two years ago, a senti- 
ent being in the shape of an Ameri- 
can multimillionaire visited the Ma- 
thura Archaeological Museum where 
the statue is exhibited as one of the 
finest examples of the glory of Gupta 
art and acclaimed by connoisseurs 
as perhaps the best and most magnifi- 
cent images of the Buddha ever to be 
found, states Link the Indian news- 
magazine. 

The men in charge of the Museum 
at present are unable to name the 
American. He had taken a good 
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look at the statue, peered hard at the 
flowing red-sandstone lines, the 
serene composed face of the Buddha, 
the tranquil smile and the eyes half- 
closed in peaceful contemplation. 


OFFER TO PURCHASE 


Then he went back and wrote 
to the authorities concerned offering 
to purchase the statue for five 
million dollars. The Government 
promptly turned down the offer. It 
thought the statue priceless. 

The statue is the better among 
two discovered during excavations 
in Mathura in 1860. The second, now 
housed in the Museum in the Rash- 
trapati Bhavan in New Delhi, is- 
artistically less perfect because of the 
disproportionately long limbs. The 
Mathura Museum statue was found 
broken in two pieces by a fracture 
above the ankle but it is in an ex- 
cellent state of preservation. 

Standing on a raised platform, it 
dominates the spacious hall on the 
left of the Museum, dwarfing twelve 
other pieces of statuary depicting the 
Buddha in different attitudes. Sun- 
light pours over it through a win- 
dow just above, slightly distorting 
the visual impression. 

The original colour scheme on the 
magnificent halo (3 feet in diameter) 
has faded away and shows the 
sandstone red of the central medal- 
lion in the form of a lotus, and of 
three concentric circular bands, 
one of rosettes, the second of a 
garland and the third of lotus 
rosettes separated by figures of 
garuda. 


KNOWLEDGE 


The hair on the head of the image 
is turned in little curls and mounts 
up to a bun, characteristic of most 
Buddha images, symbolising know- 
ledge. The nose and the elongated 
ears are slightly injured. The broad 
shoulders taper down to a well- 
proportioned figure. 

Round the waist is the indication 
of a girdle which holds up a lower 
garment visible above the ankles. 
The left hand holds the fine upper 
garment which covers the statue in 
sweeping lines while the right hand 
which is broken was once raised in an 
attitude of protection (abhaya- 
mudra). . 

At the foot of the statue are two 
partly broken figurines, supposed to 
represent worshippers. The total 
image radiates a spirit of inner quiet 
that comes from understanding. 
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Apart from this statue, there are 
others among the 10,000 pieces in 
the Mathura museum ranging from 
the pre-Mauryan to the mediaeval 
period, which are considered out- 
standing and rare pieces. The head- 
less red sandstone image of Kani- 
shka, the Kushan emperor, and the 
deformed statues of Kadphisis and 
Chastan, are thought to be unique 
since no statues of any ancient king is 
found in any Indian museum. An- 
other famous piece is the figure of a 
Yakshini, named Kambojika, said 
to be the oldest human form carved 
in stone. 

One of the oldest among the 
105-and-odd in India, the Mathura 
archaeological museum specialises in 
terra cottas of the Sung and Kushan 
periods and sculptures of the golden 
age of the Guptas. The collection in 
the Museum is confined wholly 
to findings from mounds and wells 
in the district of Mathura which was 


the second capital of the Kushan 
empire. 

The American offer of sale of the 
priceless Buddha actually spotlights 
a problem of conservation of our 
treasures in antique works of art and 
sculpture. There is a law which ex- 
pressly forbidssale of such anti- 
quities except by an authorised and 
licensed dealer who himself can sell 
only after obtaining a certificate 
from the Museum authorities that 
the article is not a rare object. 

Yet, according to V. S. Mathur, 
the young and energetic officer on 
special duty at the Museum, surrep- 
titious sales do take place. There 
are, according to authorities on the 
subject, 22 moundsin Mathura which 
contain antiquities of which only 
two have been opened so far. There 
is no way to prevent people scratch- 
ing the surface of the other mounds 
and unearthing historical objects of 
art and selling them secretly. 


Some Salient Features of Buddhism 
(Continued from page 4) 


Although at first the Buddha 
refused to admit women into the 
Order on reasonable grounds, yet 
later He yielded to the entreaties of 
His foster-mother, Pajapathi Go- 
tami, and founded the Bhikkhuni 
Order. 

Just as the Arahats, Sariputta and 
Moggallana, were made the two 
chief disciples in the Order of monks 
even so He appointed Arahats 
Khema and Uppalavanna as the two 
chief female disciples. Many other 
female disciples were named by the 
Buddha Himself as His distinguished 
and pious followers. 


FREE ATMOSPHERE 


On one occasion the Buddha said 
to King Kosala who was displeased 
on hearing that a daughter was born 
to him : 

** 4 woman child, O Lord of men, 

may prove 
Even a better offspring than 
a male.” 

Many women, who otherwise, 
would have fallen into oblivion, 
distinguished themselves in various 
ways, and gained their emancipation 
by following the Dhamma and 
entering the Order. 

In this new Order, which later 
proved to be a great blessing to 
many women, queens, princesses, 
daughters of noble families, widows, 
bereaved mothers, destitute women, 
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pitiable courtesans —all, despite 
their caste or rank, met on a com- 
mon platform, enjoyed perfect con- 
solation and peace, and breathed 
that free atmosphere which is denied 
to those cloistered in cottages and 
palatial mansions. 

It was also the Buddha who 
banned the sacrifice of poor beasts 
and admonished His followers to 
extend their loving kindness (metta) 
to all living beings — even to the 
tiniest creatures that crawl at one’s 
feet. No man has the power or the 
right to destroy the life of another 
as life is precious to all. 

A genuine Buddhist would exer- 
cise his loving-kindness towards 
every living being and identify him- 
self with all, making no distinction 
whatsoever with regard to caste, 
colour or sex 

It is this Buddhist metta that 
attempts to break all the barriers 
which separate one from another. 
There is no reason to keep aloof 
from others merely because they 
belong to another persuasion or 
another nationality. In that noble 
Toleration Edict which is based on 
the Culla-Vyuha and Maha-Vyuha 
Suttas, Asoka says: ‘‘ Concourse 
alone is best, that is, all should 
harken willingly to the doctrine 
professed by others”’. 

Buddhism is not confined to any 
country or any particular nation. 


It is universal. It is not nationalism 
which, in other words, is another 
form of caste system founded on a 
wider basis. Buddhism, if it be 
permitted to say so, is supernation- 
alism. 

To a Buddhist there is no far or 
near, no enemy or foreigner, no 
renegade or untouchable, since 
univeisal love realised through 
understanding has established the 
brotherhood of all living beings. 
A real Buddhist is a citizen of the 
world. He regards the whole world 
as his motherland and all as his 
brothers and sisters. 

Buddhism is, therefore, unique, 
mainly owing to its tolerance, non- 
ageresiveness, rationality, practi- 
cability, efficiency and universality. 
It is the noblest of all unifying in- 
fluences and the only lever that can 
uplift the world. 

These are some of the salient fea- 
tures of Buddhism, and amongst 
some of the fundamental doctrines 
may be said to be Kamma or the 
Law of Moral Causation, the Doc- 
trine of Rebirth, Anatta and 
Nibbana. 


King of Cambodia 
Dead 


King Norodom Suramarit of 
Cambodia died on Sunday, April 3, 
it was announced in Pnom Penh. 

King Norodom Suramarti, who 
was 65, escaped a bomb attempt 
on his life in August last year. 

The King and his Queen who 
had been crowned in a glittering 
ceremony three years earlier, were 
both uninjured when a bomb in a 
parcel addressed to them, exploded 
while being opened by Prince Vakri- 
van, Assistant Director of the Royal 
Household, a matter of seconds 
after the King and Queen had left 
the room. 
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Notes of the Month 


RUSSIAN TRANSLATION OF 
THE “DHAMMAPADA”’ 


THE Ambassador of Ceylon in 

the: Soviet. Union. DraG.eR: 
Malalasekera, former president of 
the World Fellowship of Buddhists, 
held a reception in Moscow on 
March 28 to mark the resumption 
of the publication of the Library of 
Buddhism by the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSRand the putting 
out in this series of a Russian trans- 
lation of the Dhammapada. 

Dr. Malalasekera thanked the 
Soviet scholars for resuming the 
bublication of the Library of 
Buddhism. ‘‘ This work,’ he said, 
‘* will promote mutual understanding 
petween the two countries and the 
expansion of cultural contacts.” 

Dr. Malalasekera expressed con- 
fidence that Asian scholars would 
take part in studying Buddhism side 
by side with European scholars. 

The Russian translation of the 
Dhammapada has been made by 
Mr. Vladimir Toporov, a young 
Soviet orientologist, and edited by 
Professor Yuri Roerich, a great 
exponent of Buddhism. 


The series of Library of Bud- 
dhism was inaugurated in 1897 by 
the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
Thirty volumes dealing with the 
philosophy and culture of Bud- 
dhism have been published to date. 

The Dhammapada is the 3lst 
volume of this series. 


APPEAL OF SOVIET 
BUDDHISTS 


In a broadcast to foreign listeners, 
Moscow Radio published an appeal 
from Soviet Buddhists to their 
co-religionists abroad urging joint 
championship of Soviet policies. 

The broadcast took the form of 
an interview with ‘he chairman of 
the Buddhist E f the USSR 
on February 19, in Moscow’s 
English service for South-East Asia. 

The broadcast called “on all 
my fellow-leaders in all the Bud- 
dhist countries of Asia to support 
the Soviet Government’s proposal 
for comprehensive. and complete 
disarmament ”’. 


SOAPS 


OILS 
DISINFECTANTS 


SALES DEPT. 
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TO STUDY BUDDHISM 
IN CEYLON 


Prof. C. Von Furer-Haimendorf, 
Professor of Asian Anthropology 
in the School of Oriental Studies 
in the University of London, arrived 
in Ceylon last month to study 
Buddhism. 

He will remain in Ceylon for 
several weeks. He has made a 
study of the different forms of Bud- 
dhism in Nepal and elsewhere and 
he hopes to make a similar study 
in Ceylon. 


BRITON BECOMES A 
BHIKKHU 


A young Englishman who is a 
graduate of the Cambridge Univer- 
sity was ordained a bhikkhu at the 
London Vihare by the incumbent, 
the Ven H. Saddhatissa Thera. 

He is Mr. John Richard, who was 
attached to the Foreign Office in 
London prior to his ordination. He 
took the name of Mangala Thera. 
He intends to continue his studies 
in Thailand. 


SPECIAL LAWS FOR 
SASANA REFORM 


Most of the recommendations in 
the Sasana Commission Report to 
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the Ministry of Cultural, Affairs, 
Ceylon, can be implemented at once 
without changing the existing rules 
and regulations, says the committee 
appointed by the Ministry of Cul- 
tural Affairs to examine the practical 
implications of the Report. 

But, says the committee, these 
deal with purely administrative mea- 
sures. Three important matters, 
however, required special ordinances 
and until these ordinances have 
been enacted it will not be possible 
to implement the entire report of the 
Commission, 

The new ordinances would deal 
with the setting up of Ecclesiastical 
Courts, the administration of temple 
lands and the Sasana Mandalaya, 


IN THE INTERESTS OF 
BUDDHISM 


The editor of the ‘“‘ New States- 
man ,” London, forecast that U Nu, 
whose party was returned by a 
large majority at the general election 
in Burma, would rule Burma in the 
interests of Buddhism. 

“ His strongest single card,’’ wrote 
the editor after his recent visit to 
Burma, “for instance, was to make 
Buddhism the State religion. Many 
people believe that he intends to 
lay it down that the head of the 
State must be a Buddhist............ 

“Now the monks feel it is clear 
that Burma is not.to be a modern 
scientific or socialist state. It is to be 
a religious one in which the clergy’s 
interest and power will be thoroughly 
safeguarded ”’. 

U Nu went on a pilgrimage to 
India last month. He also made use 
of the opportunity to meet Indian 
political leaders. U Nu now heads 
the new Government of Burma. 


DALAI LAMA TO LIVE 
IN DHARMASALA 


The Dalai Lama will move this 
month, with his followers, from the 
Himalayan hill station of Mussoorie 
to Dharmasala—a resort in the 
north-west. 

This was disclosed by Prime 
Minister Nehru to the Congress 
Party’s External Affairs Committee 
in New Delhi. 

The Dalai Lama has been staying 
in Mussoorie since he arrived in 
India, nearly a year ago. 

Mr. Nehru said that Mussoorie 
was originally selected as a relatively 
temporary place of abode for the 
Dalai Lama, but the Government 
now had to think in terms of “* semi- 
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INSTITUTE OF BUDDHIST STUDIES LIBRARY 


permanance ’’ for Tibetan refugees. 

About 16,000 Tibetan refugees 
have now come to India and it is 
said to be not likely that they would 
return to Tibet. 


PANCHEN LAMA IN 
LHASA 


In celebrating the traditional Tibe- 
tan New Year, the Panchen Lama 
paid homage to the Buddha and 
recited Sutras in the Jokhan Monas- 
tery and Ramogia Monastery in 
Lhasa. This year the Tibetan New 
Year fell on February 27. 

The Jokhan and Ramogia monas- 
teries, which are well-known ancient 
monasteries of the Yellow Sect 
of Tibetan Buddhism, were brightly 
lit. - Incense was burnt and the 
iamas beat drums and recited Sutras 
In unison. 


SAMADHI STATUE TO 
BE PPOTECTED 


A roof supported by walls is to be 
put up to protect the Samadhi 
Buddha statue at Anuradhapura 
in central Ceylon. 

The Archaeological Department 
has now been asked to prepare plans 
to build the structure 

The suggestion o. the Italian 
archaeological expert, l’rofessor P. C. 
Sestier, to build a polaroid canopy 
over the statue has been rejected. 
Professor Sestier suggested it in 
order that the beauty of the statue 
would not be lost. 

In the past the question of a roof 
over the Samadhi statue was re- 
jected for aesthetic reasons. Indian 
Prime Minister Nehru during his last 
visit to Ceylon expressed concern 
over the fate of this world renowned 
Buddha statue. 


SACKED CITY OF 
MAHIYANGANA 


The Town and Country Planning 
Department of Ceylon has suggested 
that 30 acres round the Mahi- 
yangana temple in the jungles of 
central Ceylon, be included in the 
city of Mahiyangana. 

The Government decided to make 
Mahiyangana a sacred city and the 
Department was consulted regarding 
the extent the sacred city should 
cover. 

The Government has also decided 
to move the present Mahiyangana 
townlet to a new site. Over 400 
acres of jungle will have to be 
cleared for the new town, 


tes 


Mahiyangana dagoba is the oldest 
dagoba in Ceylon. It is now being 
restored by the Mahiyangana Res- 
toration Society. A 35 cwts. bronze 
pinnacle will cover the famous 
dagoba when restored at a cost of 
Rs. 2,500,000. The entire pinacle 
will be gold coated. 


TOUR OF BUDDHIST 
ASIA 


A Buddhist monk is now going 
round Ceylon, equipped with photo- 
slides, lecturing to Buddhist audi- 
ences on his tour of Buddhist Asia. 
He spent three years touring 22 
Buddhist countries on a Ceylon 
Government scholarship. 

He returned to Ceylon at the end 
of last year, bringing with him 7,000 
photographs, 1,000 of them in 
colour. The monk is the Ven Tirana- 
gama Ratanasara Thera who left 
Ceylon on January 20, 1957. 

In the 22 countries, the Ven. 
Ratnasara Thera went to impor- 
tant archaeological sites, museums 
universities, Buddhist temples, 
libraries, Buddhist organisations and 
Fine Art academies. 


BUDDHISM IN 
DENMARK 


Last year a Buddhist Association 
was inaugurated in Copenhagen by 
the Ven Shanti Bhadra of the Bud- 
dhistisches Haus, Berlin, when he 
visited Copenhagen. 

The Buddhists there and their 
friends formed the association under 
the presidentship of Professor Aage 
Jorgensen. 

The association’s activities have 
now spread to other areas and 
small groups of Buddhists have been 
formed in several places like Falster 
and Brande. 

Professor Jorgensen has been busy 
giving talks on Buddhism and writing 
some elementary booklets on Bud- 
dhism. 


VEN. NARADA MAHA 
THERA IN VIETNAM 


At the annual general meeting of 
the Vietnamese Theravada Bud- 
dhist Association held in Jetavana 
Vihara, Saigon, the Ven. Narada 
Maha Thera of Ceylon was elected 
the Spiritual Adviser. 

Mr. Nguyen van Hieu, who was 
re-elected president, remarked that 
the Ven. Narada hand accomplished 
in seven months what could not be 
achieved in seven years. 
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He invited the Ven. Narada to 
stay on still longer to work for the 
cause of “Buddhism in Vietnam 
where there is at present a great 
Buddhist revival. 

Several books of the Ven. Narada 
have been translated into Vietnamese 
and Chinese and his sermons have 
been recorded. 

As suggested by himit was decided 
to establish branch associations in 
some of the cities he had visited in 
Vietnam. 


BUDDHIST SCHOLARSHIPS 
IN TAIWAN 


The Chinese Buddhist Association 
of Taiwan has awarded 10,500 
Taiwan dollars for Buddhist scholar- 
ships to 21 applicants from different 
universities. Each of them was also 
given 14 books on Buddhism. 

The association has decided to 
organise a Reading Direction Com- 
mittee for helping college students 
to study Buddhist philosophy. 
Twenty scholars were invited to be 
members of the committee. 


WORLD BUDDHIST 
CONFERENCE 


The sixth conference of the World 
Fellowship of Buddhist is to be held 
at the end of this year in Phnon 
Penh, Cambodia. 

This is reported from the head- 
quarters of the Fellowship which 
is now in Rangoon. The president 
of the Fellowship is U. Chan 
Htoon, a supreme court judge in 
Burma. 

The last conference was held in 
Bangkok in November 1958. 


MAHAYANA BUDDHIST 
TEMPLE 


The first Mahayana Buddhist 
temple in Europe was opened last 
August at 171, Zebel-Kruger Damm 
in Berlin-Lubars. 

The consecration was performed 
by the leader of the Arya Maitreya 
Mandala in Europe, the Ven. Kassa- 
pa, assisted by Rev. Maitreya and 
members of the Order. 

The temple was built by members 
of the Mahayana Sangha them- 
selves on land given by Sister Amara. 
The shrine incorporates an enlarge- 
ment of a Tibetan carving of the 
Buddha. 

Puja, recitation of the Sutras and 
sermons are regularly held in the 
Temple. 


MAHAYANA SANGHA 
MISSIONERS 


Two new missioners of the Maha- 
yana Sangha have been registered 
in Indonesia, according to The 
Western Buddhist. 

They are R. Soedarsana Soedjas 
(Brother Sariputra) of Wonosobot 
an active member of the Buddhist 
Association, and Indra Dewa Radja 
(Brother Punnananda) of Surabaja, 
secretary of the Indonesian Bud- 
dhist Association, 

Both are well-known Buddhists in 
Indonesia. 


Rs. 500,000 BUDDHA 
STATUETTE 


A one-piece sapphire Buddha 
statuette, valued at Rs. 500,000, was 
produced in the court of the City 
Magistrate, Amritsar, India, duting 
the hearing of a case. 

Mr. Mohan Singh had applied to 
the court for the return of the 
statuette to him as the police had not 
been able to establish that he had not 
stolen it from anybody. 

The police had taken possession 
of the statuette on the suspicion 
that, it was stolen property. Mr. 
Mohan Singh told the court that he 
had bought it from a person for 
Rs. 270, who had acquired it in 
Burma. 

A local jeweller offered to buy 
it for Rs. 100,000 and applied to 
the court that expetts might be 


called upon from Rajasthan to 
assess the actual worth of the 
statuette. 


The City Magistrate adjourned 
the hearing until such evaluation of 
the statuette had been done. 


BUDDHIST CITY IN 
HAWAII 


Mrs. Helene Arlington, Buddhist 
devotee of Pigeon Pass, has announc- 
ed her wish that an international 
Buddhist city be built on Maui in 
the Hawaiian Islands, reports the 
Riverside Daily Press of California, 
U.S.A. 

Mrs. Arlington, one of the few 
Buddhist recluses in the United 
States made this statement after 
conferring with Dr. Hozen Seki, 
founder of the Buddhist Academy 
in New York City, who made a 
special trip to Noli Mi Tangere, 
Mrs. Arlington’s hermitage in the 
mountains east of Riverside, on the 
matter. 
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Friendship between Dr. Seki and 
Mrs. Arlington began when she 
wrote to him asking the Academy 
to send a Buddhist monk to officiate 
at the last rites for her husband, 
Mr. Masefield Arlington, in Arling- 
ton National Cemeteny in Virginia. 

Mr. Arlington died at Noli Mi 
Tangere on March 16, 1953. 


U. NU. BECOMES MONK 
FOR A FEW DAYS 


The leader of the Union Party 
of Burma, U. Uu, became a monk 
for a few days prior to his assuming 
the Premiership in the new Govern- 
ment of Burma. 


He entered the Sangha on his 
return from Tokyo and came out 
of his monastic life to be sworn in 
as Prime Minister. This is not the 
first time that U. Nu became a 
monk. 


DELHI CONVENTION 
ON TIBET 


The Convention in New Dehli 
of delegates from countries of Asia, 
Africa and the Middle East reaffir- 
med the right of self-determination 
for the people of Tibet and con- 
sidered how that objective may be 
realised. 

The Convention, which had been 
planned for some time, was called 
“The Afro-Asian Convention on 
Tibet and against Colonialism in 
Asia and Africa.” 

Sixty-four delegates from 18 
countries attended the conference. 
There was a large Indian team. The 
convention was of a non-official 
character. 

One of the principal organisers 
of the Convention, Mr. Jayapra- 
kasb Narayan, the Indian Socialist 
leader, said that he was not ex- 
pecting any “‘spectacular results” 
from the meeting. 

He said the organisers of the 
Convention had no hostile intent 
but, in fact, were helping Commu- 
nist China “to correct a wrong’”’. 
It was a little more than a year ago 
that Communist China suppressed 
the national uprising in Tibet, he 
‘said. : 

_He pointed out that the Govern- 
ment of India was not connected 
with, the Convention and that at- 
tending delegates would not in any 
way commit the Governments of 
their respective countries. 

- Countries “represented at the 

Convention included Ceylon, Nepal, 
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India, Iran, Congo, Lenya, Jordan, 
Pakistan, Senegal, Lebanon and 
the United Arab Republic. Tibet 
was represented by a delegation of 
eight. 


NEW PRIME MINISTER 
OF CEYLON 


Mr. Dudley Senanayake, son of 
the late Mr. D. S. Senanayake, the 
first Prime Minister of Ceylon, is 
the new Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
following the general election which 
was held on March 19. 

Mr. Dudley Senanayake is a keen 
Buddhist and an active member of 
the Restoration Society of the 
Mahiyangana Dagoba in central 
Ceylon, which is the oldest dagoba 
in the Island. — 

The new Government’s interest in 
Buddhism was indicated in the 
Throne Speech delivered by the 
Governor General, Sir Oliver Goone- 
tilleke, when the new Parliament 
was opened on April 6. 

The Governor-General said: ‘‘ My 
Government proposes, in consulta- 
tion with the different nikayas 
(sects) of the Buddhist clergy, to 
place before you legislation to in- 
corporate each*nikaya. 

*“It is proposed to establish a 
Sasana Mandalaya consisting of 
representatives of the sangha and 
the laity to work for the welfare 
of both without any infringement 
of the autonomy of the nikayas’’. 


NEW PREMIER AT 
TEMPLE OF TOOTH 


One of the first acts of the new 
Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mr. 
Dudley Senanayake, after he as- 
sumed office, was to visit, along with 
other members of his Cabinet, the 


Dalada Maligawa or the Temple of , 
the Sacred Tooth Relic at Kandy, 


and worship there. 

On the occasion the Mahanayake 
Theras of Malwatta and Asgiriya in 
Kandy invoked blessings on the new 
Prime Minister and his Government 
so that they would be able to solve 
the many difficult problems facing 
the country. 

The Ven. Aluthgama Devarak- 
khita Thera, on behalf of the Maha- 
nayake Theras said that history told 
them that kings and princes of 
ancient Ceylon who ruled success- 
fully, always held Buddhism in high 
esteem. 

Mr. Senanayake said he believed 
that the revival of Buddhism was 
an urgent matter. He wished to 


assure the Maha Sangha that he 
was now prepared to make whatever 
contribution he could for the pro- 
gress of the economy, religion and 
culture of the country. He said his 
Government had important propo- 
sals for sponsoring the interests of 
Buddhism. 

There was a special exposition of 
the sacred Tooth Relic for the 
Prime Minister and his Cabinet 
members, (Picture on pege 3) 


DR. AMBEDKAR IS 
REMEMBERED 


san dana to commemorate the 
birthday anniversary of the late 


Dr. B. R. Ambedkar of India, was 
given on April 14 at the International 
Buddhist Centre, Wellawatte, 
Colombo. 


Bhikkhus from India, Laos, Cam- 
bodia, Burma and Ceylon attended 
the dana. 

Ven. Ananda Kausalyana, Pro- 
fessor of Hindi, Vidyalankara, 
University, Colombo, said that Dr. 
Ambedkar was a great religious and 
social worker. His death was a great 
blow to the millions of Indians who 
had embraced Buddhism following 
his example. 

The International Buddhist Centre 
is doing a great service by training 
fifteen Indian boys in Buddhist 
missionary work with the aim of 
sending them back to their country 
to spread the Dhamma. That was 
the best way, said the Ven. Kausal- 
yana, to help Indian Buddhists who 
had become leaderless after Dr. 
Ambedkar’s death. 


DALAL LAMA TO VISIT 
CEYLON 


The Dalai Lama who is now in 
India, is expected to visit Ceylon 
at the end of this year to worship at 
the Dalada Maligawa or the Temple 
of the Sacred Tooth Relic in Kandy. 

This was stated by Malawana 
Gnanissara Thera, who returned to 
Ceylon after visiting India where he 
met the Dalai Lama. 

Gnanissara Thera attended the 
Afro-Asian Conference on Tibet in 
New Delhi. He was the Ceylon 
representative at the Conference 
which was convened By Mr. Jaya- 
prakash Narayan. 


‘It is right to associate with a wise man 
who reveals your shortcomings like 
digging up treasures and administers 
reproofs. It is good and not evil to serve 
such a man, 
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March Activities at 
London Vihara 


ON Sunday, 6th March the Ven. H. Ra- 
tanasara spoke on ‘‘Buddhism and 
the Social Order.” 

‘““What is Buddhism and what is So- 
ciety ?*’? he asked. There was no Buddhism 
without social order. but society could 
exist without Buddhism which was a 
philosophy; a way of life. 

The Buddha was born and bred in 
society and observing the facts of life, 
sought the why and wherefore of existence. 
He endeavoured to find a remedy for its 
ills ; some kind of prescription for eternal 


happiness. His efforts finally met with 
success, 
The Ven. Ratanasara thought that 


if Buddhism was properly taught, it could 
be a sure guide to society enabling it to see 
the world in its true perspective and so 
lead humanity to eternal happiness. 

In answer to a question with regard to 
the possibility of the propagation of 
Buddhism in the United States of America, 
the Ven. Ratanasara said that preachers 
were greatly needed who were well-versed 
in the Dhamma and understood the 
people’s background as well as being able 
to present Buddhist thought in an intelligi- 
ble way. 

On Sunday, 13th March, Miss Marianne 
Winder spoke on “‘ Fairy Tales, Legends 
and Myths ”’. 

Fairy tales were irrational, she said, 
and the difference between Western and 
Eastern stories was, that the former were 
meant to be read merely for pastime to 
while away the hours; but the latter pointed 


the Jataka Tales, which dealt with scrip- 
tural knowledge. ; 

On Sunday the 20th Mr. P. D. Mehta 
gave a lecture to the Buddha Study As- 
sociation, entitled ‘* Silence ”’. 

“The deathless has been found’ was a 
profound saying of the Buddha he said. 

Mr. Mehta affirmed that mental and 
moral discipline was absolutely necessary 
if one were to attain to super-consciousness. 

On Sunday the 27th Mr. Peter de Silva 
gave a_ lecture entitled, ‘‘ Tanha”’ 
(Craving). 

March was a compzratively busy month 
for the Ven. Saddhatissa incumbent of the 
Vihara . In fact, scercely a day passed 
without a lecture, a class, a discussion, 
an interview or a * Paritta’. 

On Tuesday Ist, the death anniversary 
of the mother of Mr. }. L. Broughton, a 
well-known British Bucdhist took place at 
the Vihara and the Mahathera conducted 
the service at the request of Mr. B. L. 
Broughton. 

The Bhikkhus attended several death 
anniversaries and danas during this month. 

On Wednesday the 9th Ven. Saddha- 
tissa gave a lecture on ‘“ The Cardinal 
Principles of Buddhism ’’ to members of 
the Federation of Eighteen Plus Groups 
at Ethem House, London. Miss R. 
Hamilton, the Secretary of the organiza- 
tion wrote: ‘* Your talk was most in- 
formative and we now have a fuller under- 
standing of Buddhism ”’ 

The Ven. Saddhatissa has received the 
following letter from the Rev. W. B. B. 
Magill, Chaplain of Rugby School, where 
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he gave a lecture to more than a hundred 
boys and the members of the staff on 
Friday, the 11th. ‘‘ 1 am writing to say how 
grateful we are to you for having come last 
Friday and spoken on Buddhism to the 
boys; they valued it very much”, 

A young Englishman who is a graduate 
of Cambridge University was ordained 
as a Samanera by the Ven. Saddhatissa on 
Saturday, the 12th. He is Mr. John 
Richard who. was attached to the Foreign 
Office of the British Government prior to 
his ordination. He has been re-named 
Mangala and intends to continue his 
studies in Thailand. 

Similar requests have been made to the 
Mahathera by several English Buddhists. 

“The Buddhist Way of Life’ was the 
subject of a radio talk given by the Ven. 
Saddhatissa on Monday, the 14th at the 
B.B.C. to the English-speaking countries. 

On Tuesday the 15th the * Pansukula ’ 
service of a Japanese Buddhist, Mr. Akila 
Miyoshi, who had died in London, was 
conducted and funeral sermon delivered 
by the Ven. H. Ratanasara. 

The Ven. Saddhatissa delivered a lecture 
on Tuesday the 15th to a highly interested 
audience at the Reading Unitarian Church 
on the subject ‘‘ My Faith, What it Means 
to Me.” 

On Saturday the 19th the Ven. Saddha- 
tissa gave a talk on “ Nibbana” and on 
Sunday the 20th a talk on ** The Singularity 
of Buddhism” to large audiences at the 
Buddhist Society of Manchester. 


Misconduct is defilement in women; 
miserliness is defilement in the giver; 
unworthy tendencies are the root of evil 
in this world and the next. 
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TIBETAN UPASAMPADA AT 
SARNATH 


(From a correspondent in India) 


A HISTORIC event took place 

on January 19 at the Mulagan- 
dha Kuti Vihara at Sarnath, when 
fifteen Tibetans and six Ladakhi 
sramaneras received their upasam- 
pada in the presence of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama and under the 
auspices of His Holiness’ Guru, the 
Venerable Yang Tsin Rimpoche, 
Maha Thera. 

The new Tibetan bhikkhus in- 
cluded three young Rimpoches who 
had just reached the qualifying age 
for Higher Ordination. 

The big hall of the Temple was 
fitted with a raised dais for His 
Holiness, at the foot of the altar 
steps, and ranged on either side 
were cushioned seats for those 
Rimpoches who sat as part of the 
oidaining sangha. 

Besides the Venerable Yang Tsin, 
these included the Venerable Bakula 
Rimpoche, Head Lama of Ladakh, 
and Lochas Rimpoche, a permanent 
resident of the sangharama at Sar- 
nath, and many learned lamas who 
had accompanied His Holiness or 
joined him there. 

The Saravastavadin ordination, 
despite beliefs to the contrary, is 
identical with that of the Thera- 
vadin, with the sole distinction that 
the presiding thera must also be a 
Rimpoche, and with the addition 
of some of the colourful ritual that 
is the form of Tibetan pujas. 

On the day previous to this five 
Tibetans received pabbajja ordina- 
tion in the Tibetan Temple from 
Lochas Rimpoche. 


TIBETAN PILGRIMS 


The duration of His Holiness’ 
stay in Sarnath must surely be a 
memorable one. Tibetan pilgrims 
by the hundreds thronged into the 
place and a complete market sprang 
up overnight in the empty mango 
grove. Whenever His Holiness left 
the Guest House he was beset by his 
own people seeking his blessing. 

On the third day of his visit he 
preached to over one thousand 
Tibetans and Ladakhis under a 
specially rigged marquis in the great 
Park of the Temple, and after the 
puja gave his blessing to each indivi- 
dually and to any others who sought 
it. 
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He held a two-day conference at the 
Guest House, which was attended 
by resident bhikkhus in Sarnath 
and Benares and also by a few of 
the leaders of the new scheduled 
castes converts to Buddhism who 
were ableto come up for the purpose. 

The relics were shown twic2 in 
the first week, being held by Ven. 
Bakula Rimpoche and Ven. Khama- 
pa Rimpoche, respectively, the latter 
being the Third Rimpoche of Tibet, 
the Incarnation of one of the famous 
early Indian missionaries to Tibet 
over twelve hundred years ago. 

He it was who escaped from 
Tibet one week before the crisis, 
having foreseen it by divination, and 
he was the only one who succeeded 
in bringing safely out not only all 
the presonnel but the entire equip- 
ment of his monastery. 


Touching Scene at 
Buddha Gaya 
(From a Correspondent) 


When the Chinese traveller, Fa- 
Hien, came to India in 336 A.C. 
he visited among other places as- 
sociated with the Buddha the tiny 
town of Buddha Gaya where the 


Buddha attained _ enlightenment 
2,503 years ago. 
The peopic of Buddha Gaya, 


records Far-Hien, on hearing the re- 
port that he was visiting the site 
of the Mahapirinirvana came out of 
their homes and, standing silent on 
both sides of ‘he road, greeted him. 
They inquired of him from what 
country he was coming. 

“T am from the land of Han’”’, 
replied the traveller. They were 
surprised that there could be disciples 
of the Buddha in so distant a coun- 
try as China. 

This account given by Fa-Hien 
was recalled when a bus full of 
foreigners, all Buddhists, arrived 
at Buddha Gaya, on February 9. 
They included pilgrims from almost 
all Asian countries like Burma, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Ceylon, Thailand, 
Cambodia, [aos and Japan and 
also individual Buddhists from Eu- 
ropean countries including England. 


The scene in front of the mag- 
nificent Maha Bodhi temple was 
animated and festive. The sacred 
Bodhi tree had banners and flags 
on its branches with inscriptions in 
difierent languages. The imposing 
stupas has been renovated by the 
authorities. 

A beautiful dormitory has been 
constructed replacing the old houses. 
The lawn, which has now been 
extended to the west of the 1,700- 
year-old Maha Bodhi temple, is 
pleasing to the eye. 

While candle lights were flickering 
all over the railing and saffron- 
robed Tibetan lamas seated on the 
front row, began moving along 
the spacious paridakhina around 
the gilded throne, the 10,000 Ti- 
betans, who had arrived at Buddha 
Gaya from different parts of the 
world with the sole object of having 
a glimpse of the Dalai Lama burst 
into tears. 

The occasion recalled to their 
minds the days they had spent not 
long ago in their traditional home 
in the secluded regions of the lofty 
Himalayas. 

It was a pathetic, heart-rending 
sight. 

Many Tibetans told me: ** Though 
the Dalai Lama hopes that good 
days would soon return to Tibet, 
seeing the slow annihilation of the 
Tibetan race by the aggressive 
Chinese good days for Tibetans 
now seem a mere dream’. 

The Dalai Lama, however, was 
their only solace, they added. 


You should read and advertise in 


THE MAHA BODHI 


Journal of International Buddhist 
Brotherhood 


It is now inits 68th year of publication 
and has subscribers all over the globe. At 
a conservative estimate it is read by 25,000 
persons of all classes and creeds. A high- 
class magazine for thinking people, catering 
to those who value Art, Philosophy, 
Archaeology, and all aspects of Buddhism 
as well as Culture in general. 


Annual Subscription India, Ceylon 
Rs. 5/-; Burma Rs. 6/ other Eastern Coun- 


tries-Rs. 8/-; U.S.A.-$.3; United King 

dom and Europe—10s. 

THE MAHA BODHI 

Bankim Chatterjee Street, 
CALCUTTA-12 


4-A, 


PAGE FIFTEEN 


Buddha Images in 
Ceylon 


THE huge size of the Buddha 

images in Ceylon was meant 
to represent the greatness of the 
Buddha although the ordinary people 
believed that the Buddha was actu- 
ally 18 cubits in height. 

This was stated by Dr. Senerat 
Paranavitana, in a talk on “* The 
Buddha Image in Ceylon” to the 
Ceylon University Buddhist Brother- 
hood at Peradeniya. 

What was noteworthy about the 
Buddha images in Ceylon, he said, 
was that unlike in South India 
there were very many images and 
most of them assumed colossal 
proportions. The huge size was due 
to an artistic convention. 

Early art was conceptual and the 
image made was exactly like the 
image made in the mind of the artist. 
So, the Buddha was shown as to- 
wering above ordinary human 
beings. 

There was also the motive of 
engendering in the minds of the de- 
votees the fact of the embodiment 
in the Buddha of the qualities of 
wisdom and mercy. 

So, the Buddha image was not 
truly anatomical like in Greek 
sculpture. Any attempt today to 
copy those ancient Buddha images 
resulted in hideous monstrosities 
because a work of art was unique 
and could not b2 reproduced. 

There were various angles from 
which the Buddha image could be 


studied —the historical, archaeo- 
logical, aesthetic and devotional 
angles. 

He said that in ancient times 


people were able to get an idea of 
the Buddha through meditation 
without the help of an image. But 
later they became less enthusiastic 
about meditation and the demand 
arose for the Buddha image. 


EARLIEST IMAGES 


The earliest images were found 
in Gandhara and Matura. There 
was a controversy whether the 
image was first made in Gandhara 
or Matura. The Gandhara images 
were of the Hellenistic type while 
the Matura type was more Indian. 

Ananda Coomasraswamy was one 
who held that Matura was the place 
where the image was first made. 
The question was a difficult one 
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because the exact dating of the Gan- 
dhara sculpture was unknown. 

The Gandhara school carried 
the Buddha image to China, Korea 
and so on, while the latter school 
carricd the image to Sravasti, Sar- 
nath, Isipatana and Buddha Gaya. 

In South India, too, there were 
at Amaravati two types of Buddha 
images, the seated and the standing 
type. The images found in Ceylon 
were of that type 

The earliest Buddha image in 
Ceylon was discovered at Maha- 
ciluppalama by a bulld zer driver. 
ilhe Archaeological Department 
Taimed it, but the tractor workers 
wanted it for themselves. 


CONVICTS TO CELEBRATE 


VESAK 


THE Ceylon Prisons Department 
has announced that convicts will 
Pay an active part in next month’s 
Vesak celebrations.. The Department 
will allow prisoners to put up pan- 
dals outside the walls of the Welikada 
jail in Colombo. 

The Department has taken this 
step following representations made 
by the Prisoners’ Welfare Associa- 
tion. The Association has made 

The Association says that an 
earnest attempt is being made by 
prisoners to study Buddhism, In 
fact many of them have done well in 
the Abidhamma examinations. but 
an urgent need for them is books. 

It has been decided that if any 
money is left over after the Vesak 
celebrations, it will be utilised for 
establishing a library. 

“You will no doubt appreciate 
that your kindness will contri- 
bute in no small measure to bring 
gladness to the hearts of more than 
a thousand prisoners in this prison 
alone’, says the Association. 

It adds: “These activities also 
help them to forget their miseries 
and sense of loneliness in being 
deprived of a lonely life. We hope 
you will realise that they cannot 
collect this sum from you. 

‘““If desired such help may be 
rendered in the form of coloured 
paper, electric bulbs, cardboard, 
flags etc. Monies may be sent to 
the Superintendent, Welikada Pri- 
son Vesak Celebrations Fund’’, 


ZEN BUDDHISM IN 


JAPAN 


EN BUDDHISM in Japan is 
facing the same problem con- 
fronting Christianity in the West — 
adjustment to the modern world, 
says Dr. Van. Meter Ames, new head 
of the Department of Philosophy 
at the University of Cincinnati, 
United States. 

Dr. Ames, who went there recently 
from Tokyo, believes the Eastern 
religion needs to re-interpret its pre- 
scientific and pre-indus r.al attitude 
and conceptions to adjust to the 
modern world. 

He passed ten months as a Ful- 
bright research professor of philo- 
sophy at Komazawa University, 
one of 79 in Tokyo. 


CONTEMPLATIVE SECT 


Zen Buddhism is a contemplative 
sect, one that practices abstract 
religious meditation. At Komazawa, 
Dr. Ames could compare at first 
hand an Eastern religion with 
Western Christianity. 

In a general comparison of the 
two, Dr. Ames said, ‘‘ There are 
many forms and shapes of Chris- 
tianity and Zen is not-all of a piece 
eithersits 

A European Roman Catholic, 
whose stay at Kyoto coincided with 
that of Dr. Ames, told him Zen 
Buddhism appeared to be close to 
his own religion in ‘‘ emphasis on 
meditation, the richness of ritual 
and the sense of higher mystery ever 
present’. 

Dr. Ames said : “ Zen is also like 
the Unitarian concept of Christianity 
in simplicity and lack. of formalism. 
The relation of Unitarianism. to 
orthodox Christianity is like that of 
Zen to traditional Buddhism, both 
a continuity and a break.” 

He noted a parallel between 
Christian and Zen convictions that 
peace of mind attained through 
meditation should overcome self- 
ishness and pettiness in the indi- 
vidual. The results of meditation 
should, in Zen Buddhism as in 
Christianity ‘‘ carry over and show 
themselves in good relations and 
good works in daily life ’’. 

As love and wisdom go hand in 
hand in Christianity, so compas- 
sion and enlightenment go to-- 
gether in Zen Buddhism. He quoted 
Zen philosophy that to stop one’s 
own awakening and do nothing to 
help others is to be ‘‘a personally 
enlightened corpse ’’. 
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HE WHO PUTS ON THE 
YELLOW ROBE 


By Sramanera Jivaka 
(India) 


“*He who puts on the yellow robe 
while still unfree from impurity 
in thought disregarding tempe- 
rance and truth, has not merited 
the yellow robe. But he who 
has purged himself of all impurity, 
who is firmly fixed in moral 
precepts, regardful of temperance, 
has indeed merited the yellow 
robe.” 


THis verse, apt though it would 

have been to be included in 
the Canto of the Buddha, is one of 
those which occur sporadically 
through the Dhammapada. 

These, together with the specific 
Canto, give the Buddha’s idea 
of the characteristics of a bhikkhu 
and the ideal at which every one 
should aim. There are many who 
think that the mere fact of their 
having received Higher Ordination 
in itself, puts them on a pedestal 
above all those who have not 
yireceived . 
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It may come as a wholesome 
shock, therefore, to discover that 
the Buddha would not have agreed 
with them: the yellow robes have 
to be earned and once earned it is 
not enough to sit back and relax in 
them, but they must continue to be 
merited by the maintenance of the 
high standard the Buddha himself 
demanded. 


THE MOTIVE 


With an ecclesiastical body in 
Buddhist countries as large as it is, 
one is forced, on consideration of 
the circumstances which surround 
it in some places, to ask whether 
the motive of aspirants of ordi- 
nation is sufficiently critically ana- 
lysed and whether any tests deter- 
mine if they deserve first the lower 
ordination and then the higher, 
and to ask further whether there is 
sufficiently a test of endurance and 
determination, which is stringen 


enough in the case of aspirants for 
lower ordination and only a little 
relaxed for the sramanera. 

The answer is, of course, for the 
most part, in the negative, certainly 
in Ceylon, Burma and Thailand, 
although in Tibet the training of 
novices from their early years is 
Strict and severe in the extreme, 
which discipline is carried on all 
the lives of the gelongs and lamas 
in the better run monasteries. 

Outside Tibet, the individual 
bhikkhu who is master of a vihara, 
if he is by nature a disciplinarian, 
will enforce his own principles, but 
such are few and far between. 

What, therefore, we must next ask 
is concerning the probable motives of 
persons seeking to embark upon a 
monastic life. Is it that they see 
the shallowness of the luxuries of 
life and the false sense of values that 
the world in general has, that 
they wish to abandon it and 
readjust themselves to reality and 
serve the community ? Is it ? 


DESIRE TO RENOUNCE 


Or is the chief motive (apart 
from the case of those forced into 
monasteries as children by their 
parents, and who have no say in 
tthe matter) not the desire to re- 
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nounce the worthless baubles of 
the world but rather the desire to 
renounce its cares and responsi- 
bilities, and to live in social security, 
the life, not of a monk, but of a 
parasite on the community ? 

It is regrettable that the constitu- 
tion of the Sangha contains within 
it its own degradation in this manner. 

In countries which are primarily 
Buddhistic, with a pious lay popu- 
lation, or a lay community that 
does “‘pious’’ acts (i.e. looks 
after the material welfare of its 
monks) for the sake of the “‘ merit ”’ 
acquired thereby, the viharas have 
no need to take thought for the 
morrow, what they shall eat or 
what they shall drink, nor do they 
have to do their own manual work. 

Hence, how great must the temp- 
tation be for those who have 
worldly problems or who have 
failed to make a success of a job or 
carve out a career for themselves, 
to turn away from the difficulties 
of life and become a monk—hence 
not for spiritual but for the worldly 
under the guise of the spiritual, 


NOT BHIKKHUS 


Unfree from impurity and intem- 
perate of truth, how many are there 
today, then, who do not merit the 
yellow robes, by the Buddha’s 
standards, and who are not really 
bhikkhus despite their ordination ? 

Similarly, those who however 
sincere they may have been in their 
original desire to renounce the 
world, have, through the many 
circumstances into which they have 
fallen, forgotten that luxury and 
ease of living is not consonant 
with a monkish habit. 

While adhering cheerfully to the 
Buddha’s condemnation of asceti- 
cism, the tendency is to forget the 
less convenient doctrine of non- 
attachment. Non-attachment im- 
plies a lack of interest in personal 
comfort, or discomfor}, no marked 
pleasure at the presence of grief or 
its absence, a mind above such 
things, and non-attachment also 
implies purity and purity implies 
non-attachment. 

The bhikkhu who feels that eiher 
his bodily comfort or his dignity 
demands that he travels first class, 
stays at hotels rather than at viharas, 
who likes good food and does not 
carry Buddhistic principles to their 
logical conclusion, who has ex- 
pensive robes and becomes heated 
over the matter of precedence, 
expecting more than the respect 
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due to him and demanding high 
sounding titles, he is not a bhikkhu. 
The Buddha ipse dixit. 


IS HE SUPERIOR? 


Should such a bhikkhu regard 
himself as superior to a layman 
who has, perhaps. striven mightily 
within himself over impurity and 
untruthfulness ? 

Should such a layman make 
obeisance to such a bhikkhu or 
should such a bhikkhu prostrate 
himself before such a layman? 

The Dhamma says that the wear- 
ing of the yellow robe in itself does 
not make the bhiki hu, but ‘‘ he who 
though he can quote only a small 
portion of the Scriptures, has given 


up hatred, passion and foolishness... 
...has a share in the priesthood.” 

How can Buddhism flourish or 
propagate itself if it is weighed 
down by innumerable yellow-robed 
monks who live at the expense of 
the working community ? 

If it not time that the Sangha 
purged and purified itself of all 
undesirableelements, toughened and 
hardened the path of the aspirant 
and novice and made sure that none 
who had been failures in life should 
take such a refuge in the Sangha ? 

It is does not, the Sangha itself 
will sound the deathknell of Bud- 
dhism and the Buddha will have 
preached in vain. 


(From Practising the Dhamm opeda) 


- Buddhism 


in Berlin 


Schools 


From a Correspondent 


THE interest shown by teachers 
and pupils in Berlin schools 
to learn about the Buddha and His 
teachings has been growing in leaps 
and bounds in the last few years. 
The Ven. Shanti Bhadra of the 
Buddhistisches Haus, Berlin, has 
many invitations from Berlin schools 
to explain the elementary teachings 
of the Buddha and already he has 
spoken in such well-known schools 
in Berlin as Einstein Schule, Goethe 
Schule, Hermann Schule etc. The 
questions raised after these talks 
are sO numerous that it is a clear 
indication of the fact that the 
modern youths of Germany desire 
toknow more about the great teach- 
ings of the Buddha. 


400 GROUPS 


Over four hundred groups of 
pupils from different parts of Berlin 
visited the Buddhistisches Haus 
during the past year. Besides the 
large size paintings of Aukana 
Buddha and the Sanchi Stupa in 
the Haus, what interests the pupils 
most is the inscription of some 
verses from the Dhammapada in the 
temple. 

This inscription was made some 
forty years ago during the time of 
Dr. Paul Dahlke. The Dhammapada 
has six different translations in the 
German language, one of them from 
Dr. Paul Dahlke. 

The Dhammapada is becoming 
popular among the youths and has 


an appeal to the young scientific 
German mind, firstly, because its 
central thesis ‘‘ that human conduct, 
righteous behaviour, reflection and 
meditation are more important than 
vain speculations about the trans- 
cendent’’. Secondly, because “its 
teaching — to repress the instincts 
entirely is to generate neuroses: to 
give them full rein is also to end up 
in neuroses —is supported by mo- 
dern psychology ”’. 


CHRISTIAN INTEREST 


Over 25 different Christian socie- 
ties visited Buddhistisches Haus 
during the past year and among 
them were two groups of American 
missionaries working in Berlin. The 
Ven. Shanti Bhadra had invitations 
to speak at the Y.M.C.A. Neukolln- 
Berlin and at the Missionary Train- 
ing Centre at Dahlem-Berlin. 


Two people from Denmark 
and four from Germany spent 
short spells in the Ceylon Meditation 
Haus —a small self-contained two 
roomed house for purpose of medi- 
tation built by Dr. Dahlke in the 
compound of the Buddhistisches 
Haus — doing Satipattana medi- 
tation. 


Satipattana has a great appeal 
here because it shows the way to 
liberate the mind gradually and 
because it helps the Western city- 
man not to become a cog in the 
mechanised world. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


MUWEST FOR THE BUDDHA 
AND HIS TEACHING 


FOOTPRINTS OF GAU- 
TAMA THE’ BUDDHA: 
by Marie B. Byles. Foreword 


by Sir Lalitha Rajapakse. Rider 
and Co., London. 


FoR many years I have been 
sporadically reading books on 
Buddhism and the Buddha, not as a 
scholar, but as an ordinary member 
of the reading public seeking light 
on one of the most fascinating and 
enigmatic of all the sons of men. 

Most of the books I have tackled 
have been either too long and too 
scholarly to grip my interest and 
lure me back to a second or third 
reading, or, like Brewster’s Life of 
Gautama the Buddha, so repetitious 
as to be tiresome to one not well- 
versed in eastern-sctiptures. 

At last, however, has come my 
way what seems to me to be the 
perfect book to put into the hands 
of westerners and other reace:s 
with neither the time nor the scholar- 
ship to cope with more learned 
books. It brings the Buddha to life 
as a personality better than anything 
I have ever read and at the same time 
presents a vivid and realistic picture 
of the India in which he lived and 
taught. 

The singular success achieved by 
this book is doutless partly, if not 
largely, due to the unusual combi- 
nation of lawyer and woman. that 
the author has brought to her task. 
The trained legal mind of a success- 
ful solicitor, accustomed to sifting 
evidence and assessing character, 
has been brought to bear on the 
records and legends. 

And a woman’s intuitive and 
¢Cteative imagination has evolved 
from the material a most persuasive 
and attractive picture of the Master. 
Yet there is nothing imaginary in the 
picture presented. Every passage 
and incident used has been gleaned 
from the Buddhist scriptures and 
full and clear references are given 
at the end of every chapter. It is in 
the selection and presentation of the 
material that the author’s creative 
imagination stands revealed. 

Her legal approach has led her 
to stress some aspects of the his- 
torical records that have been ig- 
nored or under-estimated by other 
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writers. Particularly valuable is 
the selection of passages and inci- 
dents concerning women. I have 
hunted in vain in other books for 
any evidence thatthe Buddha treated 
women in any way as the equals of 
men or spoke to them with the 
affectionate unde:standing, confi- 
dence and encouragement that 
emerge so clearly from the Gospel 
records of the words and doing of 
Christ. 

This has always seemed to me to 
be one of the.things (perhaps the 
only one) in which Christ had shown 
himself a greater teacher than the 
Buddha. But now I find that judg- 
ment arose from my ignorance of the 
records and the deficiency of the 
books I had read, not from the 
absence of such incidents from the 
life of the Master. 

Now that organisations like the 
Workers’ Educational Association 
in England and elsewhere are 
having more courses in Comparative 
Religion with every year that passes, 
there must be a steadily growing 
number of men and women in many 
walks of life, who are interested in 
Buddhism, as I am, not primarily 
as an abstruse and difficult subject to 
be studied, but as a part of real life, 
a message from the distant past that 
may infruence their own lives and 
throw light on the ethical and 
spiritual problems which confront 
Everyman in the twentieth century 
after Christ no less than in the sixth 
century before him. 

Itis for such as these that this book 
has been written and it should be 
made available to them by being 
put into every public library. I have 
already read my copy three times 
and lent it to several friends, es- 
pecially women, and been delighted 
to find how similar to my own has 
been their reaction to it. 

If one of the aims of the Buddhist 
Society and the Maha Bodhi So- 
ciety is to popularise the study of 
Buddhism and not cater only for the 
scholarly and learned, they would 
do well to advertise this book widely. 

Margaret Barr. 


As a solid rock is not shaken by a 
gale, so the wise person remains un- 
affected by praise or censure. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


The Golden Lotus : Vol. 16, No. 10, De- 
cember, 1959. 537, Arbutus Road, 
Philadelphia 19, Pa, United States of 


America. 

The China Buddhist Monthly : 140, Nan 
Chang Road, Section 2, Taipei, 
Taiwan. 


The Light of Buddha: Vol. 4, No. 12, 
December 1959, and Vol. 5. No. 1, 
January, 1960. Burma _ Buddhist 
Society, Mandalay, Burma. 


Tri Budaja : No. 71, December 1959 and 
No. 72-73, January-February, 1960. 
Gabujan Sam Kauw, Djakarta Indo- 
nesia. 

Metta : Vol. 1, No. 5, March 1960. The 
Journal of the Buddhist Federation 
of Australia, 282, Anzac Parade 
Kensington, New South Wales. 
Australia. i 

The Maha Bodhi : Vol. 68, No. 2. February, 


1960. 44, Bankim Chatterj t 
Calcutta, India. Be 


Sigalovasa Sutta: (Italian) Translated 
from the Pali-English version of the 
Ven Narada Maha Thera. Casella 
Postale 4019, Rome, Italy. 


Mitteilungsblatt der Buddhistischen Gesel- 
Ischaft : Vol. 5, No. 12, December 
1959 and Vol. 6, No. 2. February, 
1960. Hamburg, Germany. 


Quarterly Newsletter: Vol. 8, No. 1. 
January, 1960. The Buddhist Union, 
28, Jalan Senyum, Singapore 14. 

Bodhedrum: Vol. 8, No. 1, December 
1959. 39, He-Ping Street, Taiwan. ” 


Main Points of the Buddha’s Teachings : 
(German) by Martin Steinke - ao 
Chun. Igersheim-Bad, Mergentheim 
Germany. ‘ 


Zen Notes : Vol. 6, No. 11, November 
1959, Vol. 6, No. 12, December 1959 
and Vol. 7, No. 1, January 1960. 
Fee cies an Institute of America 
» Waverly Place, New Y 4 
New York, U.S.A. eas 
Informations Bouddhistes: Vol. 4, N 
20, December 1959, 99 Chaussee a 
Charleroi, Brussels, Belgium. 
Gorse SO. 8, No. 32, Winter, 1959 
I ita Kiyoshima, Taito-ky. 
Tokyo, Japan. emer 
Dharmachakra : Vol. 11, No. 6, Jan 
1960. Sugata Nidhana, 15th Road 
rae No. 463, Khar, Bombay 21, 
ndia. ; 


Yana : Vol. 8, November-December, 1959, 


The Old Buddhist 
Utting a A, Germany. 


The Western Buddhist : Journal of t 
oa meee Tradition. 15th ihe: 
utumn, 1959, BM/Dharma, L ‘ 
W.C. 1, England. Sear 
Bosat : Vol. 23, No. 10. March, 1960. 
No. 65D, Training School Road 
Havelock Town Colombo 5, Ceylon. ; 
Buddhis: No. 13, January 1960. Dijj. 
Wotgandul dalam 52, Semarang 
Indonesia. j 
News Digest: No. 41, February, 1960. 
Quarterly of the IARF, 40, Laan 
Copes van Cattemburch. The Hague 
Holand. ‘ 


The Buddhist : Vol. 30, No. 12, April, 


Community, 


1960. Organ of the Young Men’ 
Buddhist Association, Colombo: 
Ceylon. ; 
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Money cannot byy 
Hanniness.... 


Here's the reason why .... 


eek for happiness arises out of contentment and 
peace of mind, and what are these but the 
natural consequence of an untroubled present 
sustained by a bright and~secure future. 


Your happiness is the happiness of your family. 
Their future is your responsibility. And there 
is no better way of insuring that their future 
is secure and well-provided for than by insurance. 


There is a policy for every family  require- 
ment insurance of every kind for every mem- 
ber of the family for education, for higher 
qualifications, for marriage and for the home. 
Make yours a happy family w.th well-planned 
insurance. Money cannot buy happiness, but 
good insurance certainly can. And good insu- 
rance is CEYLON INSURANCE. 


LIFE, FIRE, MOTOR, MARINE 
& GENERAL *’ ACCIDENT. 


CEYLON INSURANCE CoO., 


69, QUFEN’S STREET, COLOMBO. 


LTD. 
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If you’re 
thinking of 
buying a Car 


Every AUSTIN Dealer is an expert. So, before 

m you buy a car, get expert advice from your own 
Ean Austin Dealer. He welcomes questions, for he 
EE knows that buying a car is a big decision. So, 
aS S remember this; if you do decide to buy an Austin 

you’re always in good hands. Your dealer 


service continues throughout the long life of 
your Austin Car. 


sce ourrm AUS T YN Banc 


THE NEW AUSTIN 7 
A 40 SALOON 


A 55 CAMBRIDGE SALOON 
MARK II 


AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE 


, AUSTIN = you can depend on it! 


eee re SONS & COx ETD. | 


COLOMBO — BANDARAWELA — GALLE — JAFFNA — KANDY — MATARA — N'ELIYA 
RATNAPURA — TALAWAKELLE 
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SPECIALLY PREPARED AND RECOMMENDED FOR INFANTS 


BY A PANEL OF CEYLON DOCTORS 


‘The most natural milk 


food tor Ceylon Babies 
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MADE IN NEW ZEALAND 
SPECIALLY FOR THE 
CEYLON MILK BOARD 


t 


A baby cannot choose the food it needs or is 
good for it; it can only cry if the food is not 
right or sicken and grow weak, but a mother’s 
love demands that her baby gets the right food 
always. And now the Ceylon mother knows that 
a panel of Ceylonese doctors have analysed 
the needs of babies in this country and pro- 


“duced a formula on which Vitamilk is based. 


When you buy Vitamilk, therefore, you are 
sure that it is the right focd for your child. 


AVAILABLE AT ALL CO-OPERATIVES 


AND DEALERS THROUGHOUT CEYLON 
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SECURITY 


for even the small man 


Why do we want to save money ? Some say that we cannot ‘ take it away 
with us’ when we depart from this world......... words that are at most 
meant to amuse if not distract. 


Take the ordinary case of Mr. Wage-earner. He was an honest-to-goodness 
worker and a devoted husband who put his money--not very much—into 
a thrift account for use on a rainy day. 


One day he happened to see an Assurance advertisement in a paper and 
sought for an introduction with an Assurance man for enlightenment on 
the c:aims of Savings Pus. 


What, it was put to him, would happen in this impermanent world, if a 
disablement, through no fault of his own, was going to put an end to his 
earning power. His ordinary savings account would stop there and then. 


If his savings were put into assurance, he was told, his savings plan will be 
completed by the Assurers in the event of his suffering a disablement or 
a fatal accident. A little slip can deprive a family of its entire future. 


Soon he realized the value of investing his savings deposits with 
Colombo Life Assurance. 


Hardly nine months had passed when he was fatally injured in a most un- 
accountable motor accident. 


His nine monthly instalments of Rs. 13/55 in ordinary savings would have 
amounted, at the time of death, to Rs. 121/95 and a little interest—hardly 
sufficient for a family to live on. But now, in the hour of direst need, his 
poor family received a lump sum of Rs. 4,000 representing double the 
amount Mr. Wage-earner INTENDED to save, that is Saving Plus. 


Saving for the family is an excression of love. But he could not have done 
better than making his savings target fully accomplished even after death ! 


There are a 101 ways of combining -avings with Life Assurance advantages. 


Drop a post card to Dept. D. M., Colombo Life Assurance Limited, P. O. 
Box - 729, Colombo. There is sure to be a plan to suit you. 


‘COLOMBO 


LIMITED 


Bank of Ceylon Building, York Street, Colombo |. 
Telephone: 78431 -2, 4468 P.O. Box - 729 
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Anytime - everytime 


Any time is tea time anywhere in the world, but 
specially in Ceylon, and everybody likes 2 good biscuit 475-3? 
to. go with the tea. And when that biscuit is igen 


a Maliban, tea-time for the family becomes a joy. 


When guests come to tea they'll welcome 
Maliban Biscuits with tea, for Malibans are 
oven-fresh. You can serve them within days 
of their production, and that’s an advantage 
they have over all other biscuits. You can 
get them at any time, everywhere from all 
leading stores in the country and they 

are always fresh. 


a Mil BISCUITS 


~ | THEY'RE BETTER, BECAUSE THEY'RE FRESHER 


~- G/me/4~ 


